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At Alban City School we believe marking should provide constructive feedback to every 
child, focusing on success and improvement against learning objectives. Marking should 
help children to become reflective learners and give them strategies to be able to improve 
their work and take the next steps in their learning. We aim to provide a system of marking 
that is consistent and continuous, across each stage within our school, that informs and 
influences our planning, and which enhances children’s learning. 
 
All staff at Alban City School understand the importance of marking and feedback and how it 
can help children to progress in their learning. Feedback always needs to be purposeful, 
relevant to the child and achievable for the teacher.  
 
Aims: 
Effective marking should: 
• Relate to the learning objective for each lesson. 
• Include feedback to highlight what a child has done well and what they can improve on.  
• Give children clear strategies on how they can improve their work. 
• Allow specific time for children to read, reflect and respond to the marking and feedback 
given. 
• Help teachers evaluate teaching and inform future planning and next steps in learning. 
• Use the school’s agreed codes and procedures. 
• Provide a tool for teacher assessment. 
• Involve children in the process from an early age and always be considerate of a child's 
readiness for feedback. Feedback to children will always be appropriate to their 
developmental stage and not their chronological age.  
 
This policy outlines ways in which teachers will give feedback and what marking will look like 
in the children’s books. 
 
 
Basic marking across our school  
 

●​ A pink highlighter will be used to signal something the child has done well within a 
piece of work linked to the learning objective. Staff will underline where a child has 
been successful in their work 

●​ The LO will be highlighted pink to signal that the child has been successful with that 
piece of work. It will be highlighted green if the child has not fully met the learning 
objective.  

●​ A green highlighter will be used to signal something that the child can improve on.  
●​ In maths a tick will be used to clearly signal correct answers and a dot will be used to 

clearly signal a miscalculation which needs to be calculated again 
●​ S will be written next to the learning objective if the child required support from an 

adult 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
EYFS 
 
In Reception staff observe and interact with the children whilst they are playing. They look 
out for ‘teachable moments’ which encourage interactions and opportunities for children to 
further engage in their learning. Some of these interactions with the children will be recorded 
in each child's learning journey if the learning shows significant progress for that child. 
 
Staff highlight the teaching within each recorded interaction and next steps/feedback are 
carried out. These are documented within the observation.  
 
Every child will be a focus child 1x per term. Every child has overarching next steps which 
are shared with the parents.  
 
Key Stage 1 (Year 1 and 2) 
 
English  
Teachers will give children verbal feedback during lessons to help children spot mistakes, 
make corrections, highlight successes and make improvements. Alongside this verbal 
feedback during lessons, teachers will mark children’s books either during the lesson or 
afterwards.  
When marking a child’s book, teachers will use simple picture stamps to give children 
feedback. These stamps quickly signal to the child what they need further practice with. 
These stamps are for full stops, capital letters, finger spaces, phonics and punctuation. 
 
When marking spelling, teachers will focus on the harder to spell/common exception words 
within a piece of writing. They will use a fill in the gap approach to helping children recognise 
which letters they have written correctly and which ones need improvement.  
 
Maths 
Teachers will give children verbal feedback during lessons to help spot mistakes, address 
misconceptions, make corrections, highlight successes and make improvements. 
This verbal feedback may lead children to a further challenge to extend their thinking and 
learning. 
 
Other curriculum areas 
Teachers will use “I wonder” questions and extended thinking questions when appropriate to 
further challenge and deepen a child's understanding of key concepts and knowledge linked 
to the curriculum content. These questions may be given during the lesson or afterwards and 
followed up during the next lesson or soft start. 
 
The quality of writing is as important in these curriculum areas as it is in English, so teachers 
will still use simple picture stamps for full stops, capital letters, finger spaces, phonics and 
punctuation, and identify spelling errors as above. 
 
 
 
Examples of KS1 marking and feedback can be found in Appendix A 
 
 



 
 
Key Stage 2 (Years 3-6) 
 
English and Foundation subjects 
 
Teachers will use the pink highlighter to underline what a child has done well and a green 
highlighter for what needs improvement. Teachers will give children verbal feedback during 
lessons to help children spot mistakes, make corrections, highlight successes and make 
improvements. Alongside this verbal feedback during lessons, teachers will mark children’s 
books either during the lesson or afterwards.  
 
When marking spelling, teachers will focus on the harder to spell/common exception words 
within a piece of writing. How a child is supported with correcting spelling across KS2 will 
gradually adapt year on year: 
 
In Year 3 the teacher will put ‘sp’ above the incorrect word which needs correcting. 
In Year 4 the teacher will put ‘sp’ in the margin line highlighting there is a spelling which 
needs correcting in that line but the child will need to identify it.  
In Year 5 the teacher will use zonal marking for spelling, highlighting a paragraph which has 
some spelling mistakes. 
In Year 6 there will be a focus on the children self-checking their work for spelling.  
Years 4, 5 and 6 have spell checkers as a tool for correcting spellings. 
 
In other curriculum areas, teachers will write questions when appropriate which challenge 
the children's thinking within a subject in relation to key concepts and curriculum knowledge. 
These questions may be given during the lesson or afterwards and followed up during the 
next lesson or soft start.  
 
Maths 
 
Teachers will give children verbal feedback during lessons to help spot mistakes, address 
misconceptions, make corrections, highlight successes and make improvements. 
This verbal feedback may lead children to a further challenge to extend their thinking and 
learning. 
In Years 3 and 4, marking will often highlight misconceptions, and these will be addressed 
during the next lesson or in soft start.  
In Year 5 and 6, children may be given next steps to further their learning when it applies, 
and the children will be given time to complete these during soft start or the next lesson.  
 
Examples of KS2 marking and feedback can be found in Appendix B 
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