Dear Parents and Carers,

| hope you had a good half term break last week. | would like to extend a very warm
welcome to the new families who have joined us recently. Thank you to everyone who came
to support the children at our sports day before half term. It was a really lovely occasion and
it was great to see all the children participating happily, working as a team and encouraging
each other. The next few weeks are incredibly busy as we head towards the end of the
school year, so please take a moment to look at the diary dates below to make sure you are
aware of all the events that are coming up.

OPAL

This week some new activities have been introduced to the playground, such as dressing up,
board games and dinosaurs. It is lovely to see the children playing outside so happily,
collaborating successfully with each other and having so much fun. Please remember that
we go outside in all weathers unless it is torrential rain or thunderstorms, so coats are
needed on wet days.

Computing Success

Further to the Bebras Computational Thinking competition that took place in October earlier
this year, 16 children across Years 4, 5 and 6 were selected based on their exceptional
performance and entered into the next round that focused on programming. From 170,000
pupils in the first round, 50,000 pupils took part in the coding challenge. Arthur in Year 5
achieved something incredible that only 39 other pupils managed to achieve: he was graded
100%. To add to this, all of the pupils that took part achieved extremely well with an
average mark of 72% whereas the national average was 57%. Well done to everyone who
took part, you worked incredibly hard.

Sports success

Congratulations to our Boys’ football team who made it through the preliminary round this
week to qualify for the finals of the 6-a-side tournament on Saturday. Good luck boys! Well
done also to our cricket team for their strong start in the cricket league, winning their first 2
matches, and to our Year 5 Girls’ football team who are currently top of their league. Finally,
| am delighted to share the news that we have retained the Gold Sports Mark for this
academic year.

Wraparound Care fees

From September, there will be a 3% increase to the cost of both our breakfast and after-
school care. We understand that any increase in charges is never ideal, however this
adjustment is necessary to cover the rising costs associated with staffing. The local
government pay increase for support staff has been proposed at 3.2% from 1st April 2025,
so we have to cover this increased cost to the school. All the income generated is used
directly to support the provision we can offer to our children and families. The wraparound
staff do a brilliant job every day to provide a happy and stimulating environment for the
children in their care and are a great asset to the school team. Thank you for your continued
understanding and support.



Summer Fair Saturday 28th June 2.00 - 4.30 pm

The PTA is still in need of volunteers for the second and third slots at the Summer Fair. Can
you spare 1 hour to help? Please use the link below to sign up. The fair is always a wonderful
community event, as well as raising much needed funds for our school, but the PTA can't
make it happen without support from parents and carers. https://volunteersignup.org/YCBK4

School uniform

A gentle reminder that we expect children to attend school in the correct uniform right up
until the end of term, including black school shoes, not trainers. Thank you for your support
with this. The PTA shop has an extensive stock of nearly new uniform, including shoes in
some sizes, which can be ordered at https://albancitypta.square.site/shop/preloved-

uniform/2

Number Champions

We are hoping to establish a new partnership with Number Champions, which is a charity
that matches and trains volunteers to work with children in schools to help them with
maths. This is a message from the charity:

Volunteer with Number Champions at Alban City!

Would you enjoy helping children in Year 3 from September with maths? Do you have two
hours a week to volunteer during term-time?

If so, you could become a Number Champions volunteer!

Role: Maths volunteer for children
Commitment : 2 hours per week during term-time.

Responsibilities:

* Plan and provide one-to-one maths support sessions.

* Use games and engaging activities to make learning fun.

* Help children develop maths skills and boost their confidence.

Training: We provide training on fun and effective methods to engage young children with
maths and key areas of the curriculum.

If you are interested, please visit www.numberchampions.org.uk for more information and
contact Lorraine at lorraine@numberchampions.org.uk We also welcome members of the
local community, so if you have a street WhatsApp group, do feel free to share this!

Have a lovely weekend, and Eid Mubarak to everyone who is celebrating.

Yours sincerely,
Mrs Stray


https://volunteersignup.org/YCBK4
https://albancitypta.square.site/shop/preloved-uniform/2
https://albancitypta.square.site/shop/preloved-uniform/2
http://www.numberchampions.org.uk/
mailto:lorraine@numberchampions.org.uk

9th June
9th June
11th June
13th June
18th June
18™ June
19th June
19* June
19* June
19% June
20th June
20" June
23rd June
26th June
26" June
27" June
27" June
28" June
30th June
15t July
31 July
379 July
4t July
4th July
7th July
9th July
10th July
10th July

11th July

Diary dates Summer Term

Y1 Phonics screening and Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check week
Year 5 K'nex Challenge

Year 6 residential trip to Gilwell Park (until 13t June)
Lime Class sharing assembly

Year 3 ceramics workshop

Year 4 Pickleball experience 9 —12.30

Year 3 ceramics workshop

Year 5 Archery experience 9 —12.30

Amethyst class trip to Wagamamas

Year 2 and Year 3 Disco 6.00pm

Apple Class sharing assembly

Year 6 Street Art workshop

New Reception children stay and play 3.45 - 4.30pm
Year 5 Victorian Schools Trip

Magenta class trip to Wagamamas

Careers Day

Non-school uniform day

Summer Fair 2.00 — 4.30pm

New Reception children stay and play 3.45 - 4.30pm
Year 4 Sports Morning @ Woollam Playing Fields
Year 3 visit to St Albans Islamic Centre

Science Fair

Maths workshop for parents 9.00am in school hall
End of year reports published

Last week of clubs

Year 2 trip to Hindu Temple

Transition Day

Open Evening and Art Exhibition 5.00 -7.00pm

Year 6 performance 9.15am in main hall
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2" July

Year 3 recorder concert 9am in the theatre

Year 6 trip to Lion King

Choir and orchestra concert to parents 9am in the hall
Year 4 Summer Concert 9am in the hall

Year 6 Leavers Assembly 9:15am

End of term Reception - Year 5 1.15pm, Year 6 1.30pm
INSET day

Sports fixtures Summer Term

Year 6 finals 6-a-side

Year 5 Boys Summer football league @ Samuel Ryder
Cricket league fixture @ Sandridge

Cricket League fixture @ Wheatfields

Year 3 Boys & Girls football @ Bowmansgreen

Year 2 Boys football @ Bowmansgreen



Number Champions

fun + skills = confidence
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School Maths Volunteers
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* One-to-one weekly sessions

* Working with Year 2 and Year 3 ”

Would you enjoy...

gg » helping children improve their confidence in maths?

* using games and activities to make maths fun?

Are you...

* available one afternoon a week during school hours?

Contact Lorraine for more information:
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Find out about us at:

www.numberchampions.org.uk mg?d



