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Dear Parents and Carers,

Alban City School admissions consultation September 2027 Reception intake

In recent years the demographic in St Albans has been changing and the birth rate falling. The
Hertfordshire School Planning Team has informed all the primary schools in the district that there is
currently a surplus of school places for children joining Reception and this is predicted to grow even more
in the next few years. The impact of this is that many primary schools in the district are not filling to
capacity in their Reception cohorts. Schools are funded according to the number of children they have on
roll, so if a school is not full the funding is reduced, which in turn leads to deficit budgets which are
unsustainable in the longer term.

At Alban City School our published admission number (PAN) is 60 i.e. we admit up to 60 children in each
year group. This is commonly referred to as a two forms of entry school because we have two forms or
classes per year. We are currently full in some year groups, but other year groups have spaces and
Reception only has 47 children. As the number of children in the district is predicted to drop even further
in the coming years, we need to make a difficult decision about whether we continue with a PAN of 60, or
reduce to 30 from September 2027 and only have 1 Reception class. This would then continue so that the
school gradually shrinks in size to become a one form entry school over time. It would not affect the class
sizes of the children already at the school, or the September 2026 intake.

This is not something we want to happen because we believe there are many benefits from being a two-
form entry school, but we also have to be realistic and responsible with our budget to ensure we can
continue to provide the very best education and provision for the children that attend our school in the
future.

We have now entered a formal consultation period that ends on 7th December to decide whether to
reduce the PAN to 30 for September 2027 intake, or stay at 60. We would like to gather responses from as
many people as possible, including parents, carers and staff at our school and members of the community
more widely, to help the Governing Body make a decision. We would be very grateful if you could please
respond using this form to share your views with us.

Click here for the form: https://forms.gle/gook3PoptyP92v409

Yours sincerely,
Mrs Stray
Headteacher
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