
 

Year 1 Termly Information Sheet 

Welcome to the Spring Term 

In Year 1 we have adult directed learning throughout the day alongside child-initiated learning when children have the opportunity to learn 

through play and explore their own interests.  This includes outdoor play in the Year 1 outdoor area (grassed area at the front of the school.) 

Our theme for this term is Around the World with Animals.  We will be introducing this topic through the delightful series of texts, One Day on 

our Blue Planet by Ella Bailey. As part of our Science topic, we will use the book to look at animal groups, what they eat and how to take care 

of animals.  As part of our Geography topic, we will be identifying and naming the seven continents and the surrounding oceans. 

In Maths, our main focus this term will be measuring length using non-standard and standard measures; sequencing events such as the days of 

the week and months of the year; adding and subtracting one and two digit numbers; numbers to twenty where the part or the whole is 

unknown. 

In RE, we will be looking at belonging which encompasses who we are and how we belong to different communities.  As part of our studies, we 

will be visiting St Peter’s Church and we will have a visit from a Rabbi. 

In Computing the children will learn how to create digital paintings using an iPad and how to use symbols to code and create commands.  We 

will also begin to explore logging onto and using simple tools on a chromebook. 

In Design and Technology, the children will be using a range of tools and equipment to create structures.  We plan, build and evaluate our 

designs while thinking about using the most appropriate joins to secure the parts. 

 



The children will have a PE lesson each week with Mr Allen (our PE Coach) and a second PE lesson taught by their class teacher. Please bring in 

PE kits and leave them on the children’s pegs. The focus for our P.E. this term is ball skills and fitness. In addition, the children will have daily 

opportunities for physical activity and development throughout their play. 

The children will also have a music lesson each week with our music teacher Ms Dore. The focus this term is learning about Woodwind 

Instruments, including learning how to recognise flutes, clarinets, bassoons and oboes by how they look and sound. The children will also 

continue to work on pulse, rhythm and pitch through action songs that link to our new topic ‘Around the world with animals’. 

 

Planning, Preparation and Assessment time will be covered by Mr Allen and Mrs O’Sullivan in Sky and Aqua on a Wednesday morning until half 

term, then it will switch to a Wednesday afternoon after half term. 

Please remember to send your child in with their book bag, water bottle and coat every day, and please name everything!  

 

Teaching phonics and learning to read 

We will continue to use the same phonics programme called Essential Letters and Sounds. This programme supports children in making quick 

progress to become fluent and confident readers. To best support us in teaching your child how to read we ask that you read the decodable 

text provided by the school four times across the week. Spending 10 minutes a day reading with your child will hugely support them in their 

journey to becoming an independent reader. This is especially important as they continue to learn that the sounds within our language can be 

spelt in different ways. Once you have read the book with your child four times, please write and date a comment into their yellow reading 

record. We will check records on Mondays and Thursdays and books will only be changed if they have been read with and it has been written 

in the reading record four times.  

It is a key part of learning to read that children re-read words and sentences that they can decode (sound out) until they are fluent (read with 

ease and precision). By reading texts several times children have the greatest opportunity to achieve this fluency. The texts sent home are 

carefully matched to the teaching taking place in school. Your child will be practising what they have been taught in school with you at home. 

We will only ask children to read books independently when they can decode these by themselves. Any books that are not yet decodable for 

the children will be a sharing book. These books are there for you to read with your child, helping to instil a love of reading from the very 



beginning of their reading journey. These could be read together with your child reading the words they are able to decode or could be read to 

your child.  

How you can help your child at home: 

● Hear your child read daily 

● Talk to your child about their day 

● Look on the blog every Friday to keep up to date with our learning 

● Encourage Maths practice in daily life.  For example, adding and subtracting (within twenty), spotting 2D and 3D shapes in real life, 

doubling and halving amounts and continuing to practise counting in twos and tens. 

● Encouraging your child to write lists, captions and sentences while focusing on pencil grip and letter formation. 

Resources Request 

To support your child’s learning this term, we would really appreciate some help with resources for our topic activities. We would be grateful 

for donations of: 

Cardboard tubes  

Plastic bottle lids 

Sellotape 

Masking tape 

Thick colouring pencils  

Paper straws 

Pritt sticks 

Googly eyes 

Pompoms  



Paper plates  

 

Books linked to our current topic (Animals around the world), this can be fiction or non-fiction.  

 

Thank you for your support! 

 

Please do not hesitate to speak to us at any time during soft start, after school or by requesting a telephone call via the office.  

We are looking forward to working with your child this term. 

Best wishes, 

The Year 1 team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


